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   ADDITIONAL CAPABILITIES 
 
 
 

 
Beginning with Software Version 1.21b, the Short Finder has the following additional 
capabilities: 
 

PEAK-HOLD FOR SPECTRUM ANALYZER 
 With this software change (on both the 344 Short Finder and the 355 Signalman's Meter), Peak-
Hold capability has been added to the Spectrum Analyzer features. Peak Hold is activated from the 
Voltage or Volts Menus.  Toggle it on or off with the "B" button.  When Peak Hold has been selected, it 
will hold the peak on the signal voltage on which the Spectrum Analyzer cursor ( /|\ ) is located.  This 
feature will report the highest voltage (up-dating as higher voltages occur) at that frequency and hold it 
there until the cursor is moved to an adjacent frequency, it is cleared by pressing the "A" button from 
the main Voltmeter screen (344 Short Finder only), or the function is changed.  This will allow reading 
the highest voltage of a specific frequency.  When you Zoom, the Peak Hold will remain focused on the 
frequency selected by cursor placement.  The Peak-Hold affects the voltage or dB level reading only; 
the line on the Spectrum Analyzer display representing the signal being observed will continue to follow 
the variations in the signal strength. 

 
FSK signals are increasingly used, where the circuit transmitter switches between two 

frequencies of nominally equal voltage. These situations are fairly easily dealt with by activating the 
new Peak-Hold feature and moving the cursor to one or the other of the frequencies, then Zooming on 
the selected frequency.  Momentarily, the indicated voltage disappears then quickly reappears as the 
transmitter switches between frequencies.  The Zoom remains focused on the frequency selected by 
cursor placement, even though the signal may be momentarily off.  When it returns, the Peak Hold 
captures and displays the peak voltage.   To read the other frequency in the set, return to the broad-
spectrum, Spectrum Analyzer and move the cursor to the second frequency and repeat the process.  
The Peak-Hold remains locked on the frequency selected until a new frequency is selected.  The Peak-
Hold reading remains locked until a higher value is detected at the selected frequency, or the frequency 
selection is changed.  Both frequency selection and Peak-Hold activation for the Spectrum Analyzers 
clear if the meter function is changed or if the Short Finder or the Signalman's Meter are turned off. 

 
dBu READOUT OPTION FOR VOLTAGE READINGS 

 Frequently, we have been asked to make it possible to present voltage readings in decibels, 
instead of volts.  With this software change, this capability is now a Volts Function menu-selectable 
option for any voltage reading in the 344 Short Finder and the 355 Signalman's Meter.  When this 
option is toggled on from the Volts Function menu, all voltage readings are converted to dBu.  Note that 
dBu refers to 0.775V at Zero dB. 
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